Requirements for term paper 
History of Psychology
You have a wide range of choice for types of topics. You may select a focused topic that interests you, and explore either historical changes in how psychologists, philosophers, physiologists, and others have understood the behavioral, psychological, social, and other aspects of the topic.  You may explore how organized institutional Psychology has contributed to public policy issues.  Use the resources of the Rutgers libraries (always relevant) and Psych Classics Online (if relevant).   Depending on your topic, some use of journalistic accounts, state or federal government court cases or statistical reports, in addition to scholarly accounts, may be appropriate.
See the syllabus for suggested approaches to choosing a topic.
Your paper will be graded based on its content, evaluated with respect to five factors, described below.  
1. Purpose / thesis: Do you clearly state your purpose (or thesis) and is it appropriate for History of Psychology? (10 points)

2. Structure:  Is the structure of your paper understandable, appropriate for the purpose, with clear transitions between points? (15 points)

3. Knowledge, analysis and use of evidence: How much research did you do?  How relevant is it? Do you demonstrate understanding of the concepts and methods used?  How well do you use research to support your points?  Do you avoid making unsupported assertions? (30 points)

4. Logic and argumentation: Do your ideas in the paper flow logically?  Are your arguments identifiable and reasonable?  (15 points)

5. Mechanics of writing:  Are your grammar, spelling, diction, and punctuation correct?  Is your citation style correct? (Use APA style-5 of the 20 points). (20 points)

How long should my paper be?

Your paper should be long enough to accomplish your purpose or to support your thesis.  I expect that the text of most papers would be between 10 and 13 pages. (The title page and abstract page and list of references do not count toward your page count). Should you choose to write it, the paper is major portion of your grade, so your paper should reflect substantial effort.  Added length will not increase the grade of a poorly written, argued, or researched paper.  

What are primary sources?

Primary sources are historical documents that originate in a period being studied.  For example, if you are tracing the positive and negative influences that Descartes had on scientific progress within psychology, essays written by Descartes would be primary sources.  Letters written by critics of Descartes, commenting on his work during his lifetime or in the decades immediately after his death would also be primary sources.  Essays written in the 20th or 21st centuries about his influence, published in scholarly journals such as History of Psychology or the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy would be secondary sources.  Essays by Freud are primary sources; essays about Freud and his ideas, published in scholarly journals, are secondary sources.  Essays and books by Darwin are primary sources, articles published by Murray or Allport are primary sources, etc, etc.  When in doubt, ask me, the TA or a reference librarian.

What constitutes scholarly research?

Peer-reviewed journals are the best source of scholarly research.  Informational web-sites are not acceptable.  Some peer-reviewed journals are open access and fully web-accessible.  The essays in the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy ARE acceptable secondary sources; Wikipedia is not.  Some researchers may have pdfs of their publications available through their websites at their university.  If you are logged into the library, a number of journals are web-accessible.  Your citation should include full publication information as specified by APA style (authors, date of publication, article title, journal title, volume, number, page numbers).  As you do your research, save your citations in RefWorks or another citation manager.  Doing so will simplify your work greatly.

How much research do I need to do?

This will depend on your topic.  I would expect five to ten sources.  Better papers are usually based on better research that may involve seminal sources (e.g., original works of Plato, Aristotle, Descartes, James, Wundt, Freud if you are treating a topic historically) as well as more sources.

What constitutes plagiarism?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Any unattributed use of the words or thoughts of another author constitutes plagiarism.  Any direct quote must appear within quotation marks (unless it is 40 words or longer, in which case see the APA style guide), with a citation that includes the page number (see any APA style guide).  Assertions based on reports of other authors should appear with appropriate citations in the text and a complete bibliographic entry should appear at the end of the paper.  When in doubt, ASK.  Your paper should not contain an excessive proportion of quoted material.  Turnitin gives the grader a measure of the percent of text that is in quotations.  Papers must be submitted electronically through Turnitin.com on Sakai.  Your similarity index score should be less than 15%.   Cases of suspected deliberate plagiarism will be referred to The Office of Academic Integrity.  Penalties for plagiarism may include failing the course, suspension or expulsion from the University.  I have copies of every major textbook covering history of psychology and history of neuroscience, just saying.

Keep going for scoring rubric….

	

Factor
	No Credit (Plagiarism results in no credit for entire paper)
	Minimum credit
	Borderline
	Good
	Superior

	1. Purpose / thesis (10 points)

	No apparent focus. “What is this about?”
	Vague statement


(1 - 3)
	Unclear or trivially obvious

(4-6)
	May be slightly unclear or may lack plausibility or insight
(7 - 8)
	Clear, plausible, novel, insightful

(9 - 10)

	2. Structure (15 points)
	No connection between paragraphs
	Unclear
7
	Few and weak transitions; jumps or wanders from topic to topic 
8 - 10
	Generally clear, may have some weak transitions
11 - 13
	Structure is evident and appropriate to purpose or thesis.  Clear and fluid transitions from point to point. 14 - 15

	3. Knowledge, analysis and use of evidence (30 points)
	No use of primary sources.


	Obvious misunderstanding of concepts and methods. General failure to use evidence to support statements.

12 - 15
	May demonstrate misunderstanding of psychological concepts and/or research methods Overreliance on one or two sources.  Evidence not appropriate to points made.
16 - 21
	Demonstrates reasonable understanding of key psychological concepts and methods. Appropriate evidence used to support most points.  May be some unsupported assertions or poorly used citations.
22 - 25
	Demonstrates comprehension of psychological concepts and research methods.  Extensive use of diverse primary sources.  All points supported with evidence.
26 - 30

	4. Logic and argumentation (15 points)
	No clear progression of ideas
	Confusing progression of ideas.  




7
	Progression of ideas somewhat unclear.  If presenting a thesis, fails to acknowledge possible counter arguments.
8 - 10
	Progression of ideas is usually clear and logical.  If presenting a thesis, acknowledges possible counter-arguments. 11 - 13
	All ideas flow logically.  Reasoning is sound.  If presenting a thesis, anticipates and plausibly refutes counter arguments
14-15

	5. Mechanics of writing
(20 points)
	Major recurring errors in sentence structure, spelling, citation, diction.
	Frequent errors in sentence structure, spelling, citation, diction.
4 - 10
	Occasional errors in sentence structure, spelling, citation, diction.
11 - 12
	Few errors in sentence structure, spelling, citation, occasional errors in diction and/or punctuation. 14 - 16
	No errors in sentence structure, spelling, citation, few or no errors in diction and /or punctuation. 17 - 20
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